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Union Presbyterian Launches New Youth Ministry for Teens
New London, PA- – September 13, 2004 – Union Presbyterian Church, in an endeavor to meet a need in the community, is launching a brand new youth ministry on Wednesday, September 22nd called Ground Zero.  “We’ve needed something for the 6th-12th grade students for a while now,” remarked Holly Reyburn, a parent in the church.  “With my two teens now in Jr. high, I’m really excited to see our youth program take off.”  
“We’re going to create an atmosphere at Union that attracts teens,” said Youth Pastor, Mike Atkins, who is helping launch this new ministry.  “This won’t be an ordinary church youth night.  We’ll be playing basketball, foosball, air hockey, video games, shooting pool in the game room & listening to high energy music.  Ground Zero Union is going to be a place where teens can be themselves and where they will want to bring their friends.

“There is nothing like this in this area,” said Reyburn.  “There’s not a lot of youth ministries reaching out in their area, and with so many teens & young adults in the Solanco School District, someone needs to provide something positive for them to do.”

“Ground Zero has two focuses; two thing we emphasize,” said Atkins.  “We are serious about fun & we are serious about God.”  While there will be a lot of activities and events planned, worship & bible based messages will be key elements of the program.  
“We want teens to feel comfortable here.  By creating an appealing atmosphere and having a lot a fun, we communicate that God is relevant to their lives, “said Drew Cope, one Atkins’ associates.  “But at the same time, we understand that this is a difficult age, and that teens need guidance, direction and God’s truth in their life if they want to make it.  Through Ground Zero Union, we want to expose teens to God’s truth and give them an opportunity to experience the love and the joy that He has for their lives.”

Ken Roberts, an elder at Union said, “Ground Zero is going to be an incredible program and the church is very excited, anticipating the launch on September 22nd.”  “There is a lot of energy and buzz in the community about this new ministry,” said Reyburn.  “We have parents getting involved that have been hiding in the corners for years.   GZ Union has really sparked something in them.”  
All teens in grades 6-12 are invited to the grand opening of GZ Union on September 22nd at 6:30 PM.   The program will be two hours long and will include time in the game room, a message, small groups & a pizza party afterwards.  The program is free and will meet every Wednesday evening.  Teens are encouraged to bring their friends.  Atkins remarked, “This is going to be an incredible ministry.”

Ground Zero is the Youth Ministry of Union Presbyterian Church located in Kirkwood, PA. Ground Zero meets weekly on Wednesdays from 6:30 to 9:30 pm for middle & high school age student.  All 6th-12th grade students & young adults are invited to attend.  Union Presbyterian Church is located at 5637 Street Road /Rte. 472, 5 minutes north of Oxford, PA just minutes south of Quarryville. For more information about Ground Zero Union, please call the GZ Office at 610/869-7332 or visit www.GZYouth.com.
# # #
MEDIA NOTE: 

For more information about the Ground Zero Union, or to schedule an interview, please contact Pastor Mike Atkins at 610.869.7332 Tuesday-Friday 9am – 6pm or e-mail mike@gzyouth.com.  

The full text of this release is available on our website at www.gzyouth.com/press/
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