FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
CONTACT:
Mike Atkins or Jeff Scott
Ground Zero Master’s Commission
PO Box 269 / 1986 Newark Rd
New London PA 19360
Phone: 
610-869-7332
Fax : 
610-869-7823

Web:
www.GZMConline.com

Email:
Mike@GZMConline.com

Ground Zero Master’s Commission to send 11 missionaries to Monterrey Mexico 
New London, PA – March 2, 2006 – “It’s not about me.  It’s not about us.“ Unusual words to hear from the mouths of students, but that is exactly what 11 young adults, ages 18-25 are saying regarding their upcoming mission trip to Mexico.   “I want to learn to look beyond myself.   I want to see that this world is bigger than my selfish wants and desires.   That’s why I’m going to Mexico,” said Mike Luis, a 2003 graduate of Avon Grove High School.   Lindsey Lacombe of Massachusetts already has some overseas missions experience.  She went to China with her home church and remarked, “God has blessed us in so many ways and too often, we loose focus of that and take what we have for granted.” “I want God to humble me.   I want Him to remind me of what’s really important in life,” said Daniel Henderson of Illinois. “I want to use what He’s given me to serve others & bring them hope.”  
Master’s Commission Program Director, Shane Hotchkin, Ground Zero Worship Director, Jeff Scott, and 9 Master’s Commission students will be spending a week in Monterrey Mexico.  Beginning Saturday, March 4th, they will be stepping out of their comfort zones, everything familiar and “safe” to them, to bring a message of hope to those who are in need.  Leaving by van from New London at seven AM for Baltimore International, they will spend several hours on the road, in the airport and then on the plane, and on a layover in Dallas before they arrive in San Antonio, TX.  Once there, the team will drive six and a half hours from the airport, through Laredo, down to the town of Monterrey in Nuevo Leon, Mexico.  
“The schedule will be different every day,“ said Scott. “Sunday, we’ll be ministering at a hospital.  Monday, we’ll be working with a church lead by our in-country coordinator, Pastor Abiud Montoya.  Tuesday morning, we’ll be doing a school assembly, and then working in a nursing home in the evening.  Wednesday, Thursday & Friday, we’ll haul sound equipment to various markets and squares around the city and minister through stomp, dramas, human videos, and several of the team members will give their testimony.”
Local translators will help with the language barrier as these young adults have a chance to love and care for the people of Monterrey.  The team will return home late in the evening on Sunday, March 12th.
          “Our mission focus is two fold at Ground Zero,” said Pastor Mike Atkins, Director of the Master’s Commission Program at Ground Zero, when asked why he was sending his team into Monterrey.  “Our students do local construction projects four times a year, offering free home repairs to low income families & seniors citizens through, Project: R.A.K.E.  That’s one piece of the puzzle.   We want them to learn to focus less on themselves and more on the needs of others by giving back to their community.  Our second focus is overseas.  We really want to give students a broader perspective on the world they live in.   The gospel isn’t just for our little town.  And not everyone lives as neat and pretty as we do.  We get upset when our XBox or PS2 breaks.  Students need to gain a global world view.  Jesus told us to go into all the world and share the Good News and we want our students to understand that.”  
This summer, Ground Zero will also be sending a team down to Biloxi, Mississippi to do evangelism & construction in the worst hit hurricane stricken areas.
“This is a bit of a stretch for me,” said Kimi Clark, a student from Ocean City, NJ. “I’ve never traveled much.  But I’m looking forward to God stretching me in new areas and to Him using me to help other people in a way that I haven’t experienced before.   I want Him to break me out of this little bubble that I’ve been living in & use me to help others.”

Ground Zero Master’s Commission is an intense, nine month discipleship training program for young adults ages 18-25 based out of New London Church.  GZMC accepts students from across the United States who want to put their entire lives on hold, and serve God exclusively for nine months, growing closer to Him.  Their theme is “To Know Him, and Make Him Known.”  They spend time serving with the Ground Zero Youth Ministry, Urban Promise, & the Light House Youth Center before going out on tour for 4 months, traveling the entire East Coast ministering at churches & Christian schools.   If you’d like more information about the Master’s Commission program, how a young adult or high school senior can apply, or find out more about Ground Zero’s local mission opportunities, please call the GZMC office at 610/869-7332 or visit www.GZMConline.com.
# # #
MEDIA NOTE: 

For more information about Master’s Commission, the Mission Trip, Project: RAKE, or to schedule an interview, please contact Pastor Mike Atkins at 610.869.7332 Tuesday-Friday 9am – 6pm or e-mail Mike@GZYouth.com.  
The full text of this release is available on our website at www.GZYouth.com/Press/

A courtesy photo of the mission team is available at http://www.GZYouth.com/Press/MCMissionTeam/
along with a list of all team members.


