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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
CONTACT:
Mike Atkins or Christine O’Connor
Ground Zero Youth Ministry
New London Presbyterian Church
PO Box 269 / 1986 Newark Rd
New London PA 19360
Phone: 
610-869-7332
Fax : 
610-869-4733 
Ground Zero Youth Ministry to send 48 teenage missionaries to D'Iberville, MS 

to help with Hurricane Katrina Relief Efforts.
New London, PA – July 28, 2006 – “It’s not about me.  It’s not about us.“  Unusual words to hear from the mouths of teenagers, but that is exactly what 48 high school students & young adults are saying regarding their upcoming mission trip to hurricane ravaged D'Iberville, Mississippi.   “I want to learn to look beyond myself.   I want to see that this world is bigger than my selfish wants and desires.” said Kevin Crossan, a senior at Eastern University.   “I want God to humble me.   I want Him to remind me of what’s really important in life,” said Tyler Weitzel, who will be a sophomore this fall at Philadelphia Biblical University. “I want to use what He’s given me to serve others & bring them hope.”  

Kaleigh Reid, a sophomore at Avon Grove High School said, "I believe God is leading me to help these people who have lost almost everything.  It felt like God was laying his hand on my heart when I heard our youth group was going on this mission trip.  I have been so excited thinking that I could be used in this way."
Youth Director, Drew Cope, seven adults & 48 students from the Ground Zero Youth Ministry will be spending a week in D'Iberville, MS.    Beginning July 28th, they will be stepping out of their comfort zones, everything familiar and “safe” to them, to bring a message of hope to those who are in need.  Leaving by van from New London at 10:00 PM Friday, they will spend approximately 23 hours on the road before they arrive in D'Iberville.  They will be spending a majority of the time doing construction repairs, including roofing, plumbing, electrical, drywall, and debris clean-up.  They will also be spending some time in the afternoons and evenings handing out school supplies, and going door to door praying for people in the area.  They will return to New London on Sunday, August 6th.
           Christine O’Connor, Ground Zero’s Administrator pointed out that this won’t be a vacation.  “There is no free time.  After the construction each day, students will break into teams and spend the afternoon/ evenings ministering in several areas.  They will be going door to door to pray for people.  Some nights, the teams may spend time in the local market, sharing their stories about what God has done in their lives with the local people.  They will also be involved in local church services, leading worship, giving their testimonies, and presenting the gospel.  This isn’t going to be a vacation.  
“Our mission focus is two fold at Ground Zero,” said Atkins, Pastor of Children and Youth at New London Presbyterian Church when asked why he was taking students into such terrible conditions.  “Our teens do local construction projects 4 times a year, offering free home repairs to low income families & seniors citizens through, Project: R.A.K.E.  That’s one piece of the puzzle.   We want them to learn to focus less on themselves and more on the needs of others by giving back to their community.  Our second focus is nation-wide and overseas.  We really want to give students a broader perspective on the world they live in.   The gospel isn’t just for our little town.  And not everyone lives as neat and pretty as we do.  We get upset when our XBox or PS2 breaks.  Students need to gain a global world view.  Jesus told us to go into all the world and share the Good News and we want our students to understand that.”

Ground Zero is the Youth Ministry of New London Presbyterian Church located in historic New London, PA. Ground Zero meets weekly on Thursdays from 7:00 to 9:00 pm for middle school age students and on Fridays from 7:00 to 10:00 pm for senior high & young adults.  GZ also meets on Sunday mornings from 11:00 am -12:15 pm.   All 6th-12th grade students & young adults are invited to attend.  New London Presbyterian Church is located at 1986 Newark Road/Rte. 896, 20 minutes north of Newark, DE just minutes south of State Rd. in the heart of New London.  
If you’d like more information about the mission team’s trip to D'Iberville, MS, or about how your teen can get involved with Ground Zero, please call the GZ office at 610/869-7332 or visit www.GZYouth.com.
# # #
MEDIA NOTE: 
For more information about the Ground Zero, the mission trip, or to schedule an interview, please contact Pastor Mike Atkins at 610.869.7332 Tuesday-Friday 9am – 6pm or e-mail Pastor Mike.   
Please e-mail Mike@GZYouth.com to request an invitation to the press conference following the trip where you’ll be able to interview several of the teens regarding their experiences in Biloxi.
A courtesy photo of the Mission Team is online at www.gzyouth.com/press/BiloxiMissionTeam/GZBiloxiTeam.jpg 
The full text of this release is available on our website at www.gzyouth.com/press/ 
