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Ground Zero hosts the Improv Comedy of ‘The Panic Squad’
New London, PA- – September 3, 2004 – The Ground Zero Youth Ministry is inviting teens to a free back-to-school rally featuring ‘The Panic Squad.’   Three average guys, known only as Elijah, Andrew & Cliff, will take suggestions from the audience throughout the night.   Then, using those suggestions, the Panic Squad will create hilarious scenes and skits on the spot, in similar fashion to Drew Carey’s popular TV show, “Whose Line is it Anyway?”  The key difference in the Panic Squad is their unwavering commitment to “above-the-belt, clean humor.”

“Three words… No Moral Aftertaste,” said team member, Andrew Bright.  Moral Aftertaste is the term the Squad has coined to describe the feeling most people of integrity get after watching cheap comedy. “Some comedians, whether it be improv, stand-up, even sitcoms, are very, very funny. You'll find yourself laughing hard. But the difference at the heart is the feeling in the heart. Does your heart sync with the material? Are you laughing with just your mind and mouth or is it a full laugh that lightens the heart as well as works your abs? We've found from experience and from listening to others that most comedy today has a moral aftertaste. You laugh hard, but when the comedy's over you're left with a hollow "should I really have been laughing at that?" feeling. Like any cheap thrill, you feel good while you're laughing -- but not when it's over.”   “People are thirsting for clean, quality entertainment,” said Cliff Prang.  “That’s what we provide.”   "The comment we hear most often after our shows is that we're 'refreshing,' because we're funny but at the same time we're morally appropriate and clean," Bright said. 

The Panic Squad travels the United States and Canada performing for a wide range of groups from 10 to 10,000.  In April 2001, they joined nationally known Christian musicians Delirious, Jennifer Knapp, and Rebecca St. James for an Edmonton, Alberta, youth conference attended by 12,000 people.  Since then, they've made a name for themselves by performing at national conferences and youth gatherings, as well as at area schools, churches, small businesses & large corporations.  This Thursday and Friday night, Panic Squad will be performing for over 350 teens who are anticipated to attend the New London event.  
“We’re expecting to see close to 400 teenagers out,” said Drew Cope, Youth Director at Ground Zero.  “Students aren’t coming to be spectators.  They are coming to be participants.   Improv comedy is a selection of scenes created by actors based on audience suggestions.   It’s a group effort and the teens are going to have an incredible time.  Not only are these guys incredibly funny, creating a maze of zany scenes at the drop of a hat and a good suggestion from the crowd, they carry a positive message as well.”  

 
“The comedy was energetic and hilarious,“ commented Conrad Neudorf of Surrey, B.C.  Shannon Demant, of Abbotsford, B.C. remarked, “I was hoping the scene would be over soon so I could breathe again. I was afraid I might pass out! I've never laughed so hard in my life!” “Pant-splitting, convulsing, contagious, uncontrolled laughter gripped the audience as The Panic Squad did their thing. What I really appreciated about their ministry is the unquestionable mission they foster. The Panic Squad is truly committed to clean comedy,” said Pastor Sean Taylor of North County Church, Lynden, WA.  Marc Brotherton of Lynden, WA said, “They instantly capture and keep teens' attention, and they have a heart for the students they are entertaining. This is so much more than just a comedy show.”   Eldon Stephenson of Norco, CA, wrote, “We look forward to bringing them back again!” 
The Ground Zero Youth Ministry of New London Presbyterian Church will welcome The Panic Squad in a special East-Coast appearance on Thursday, September 16th and Friday, September 17th.   Thursday night will start at 6:45 pm and is open to all teens in the 6th through 8th grade.   The show will be followed by pizza in the GZ café and time in the GZ game room before everyone is picked up at 9pm.  Friday night will start at 7:00 pm and is open to all teens in the 9th through 12th grade and also to young adults ages 18 to 25.  The Panic Squad will be followed by pizza, video games, billiards, & air-hockey.   Ground Zero ends at 10:00 PM on Fridays.  Both nights performances, food & entertainment are offered completely free of charge.

Ground Zero is the Youth Ministry of New London Presbyterian Church located in historic New London, PA. Ground Zero meets weekly on Thursdays from 6:45 to 9:00 pm for middle school age students and on Fridays from 7:00 to 10:00 pm for senior high & young adults.  All 6th-12th grade students & young adults are invited to attend.  New London Presbyterian Church is located at 1986 Newark Road/Rte. 896, 20 minutes north of Newark, DE just minutes south of State Rd. in the heart of New London.  For safety purposes, please drop off and pick up your teens in the rear of the church.  For more information about Ground Zero or the Panic Squad, please call the GZ Office at 610/869-7332 or visit www.GZYouth.com.
# # #
MEDIA NOTE: 

For more information about the Ground Zero, the Youth Rally, or to schedule an interview, please contact Pastor Mike Atkins at 610.869.7332 Tuesday-Friday 9am – 6pm or e-mail Mike@GZYouth.com.  

For more information about the Panic Squad, please visit their web site, www.PanicSquad.com or call 360.354.7888 or e-mail theboys@PanicSquad.com.
The full text of this release is available on our website at www.gzyouth.com/press/
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