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15 Years of Prayer Ascending to God:

See You at the Pole™ Set for September 15
New London, PA – Sept. 10, 2003 – Lifting up prayers for America, students throughout the U.S. will join other teenagers in prayer around the world on Wednesday, September 15. They will observe the 15th annual See You at the Pole (SYATP), a grass-roots prayer event that began in Texas in 1990, bringing students to their school flagpoles to intercede for their leaders, schools, and families.

During the past 14 years, millions of young people have lifted voices, bended knees and joined hands to pray for their schools as part of See You at the Pole™—National Day of Student Prayer, asking God to bring moral and spiritual awakening to their campuses and countries.

In 2003, more than 2 million teenagers met for See You at the Pole™ (SYATP) in all 50 states. “We prayed for our nation and for God to lead President Bush.  We prayed for everyone who was going through a hard time to turn to God, and that we, as people of faith, would be a city on a hill, that our friends could turn to and lean on for strength,” said Paul Weitzel, a Junior at Oxford Area High School.   “Last year, we also prayed for our nation and the world in light of the looming war in the Middle East,” said Emily Hendricks, a Senior at Avon Grove High School.   Val Crossan, a Junior at Avon Grove shared with us her plans for this year’s day of prayer. “I really want to see my friends press into God.  There is a lot going on in our country & in our world right now.  We all need help, strength, and something secure to lean against.  God is that something.   This year, we’ll be meeting at 7 AM to pray for our friends, our schools, our teachers and administrators, as well as our country and the world at large.”  Avon Grove had over 70 people gather to pray at their flag pole last year.

Internationally, reports of students gathering at their schools in prayer came in from countries on six continents, including Australia, Bahamas, Canada, China, Dominican Republic, Germany, India, Japan, Kenya, Romania, South Korea, Philippines, United Kingdom, and Uruguay. 

 “Ascend: Clean Hands. Pure Heart” is the 2004 theme, quoting from Psalm 24:3-4, which explains that only those with “clean hands and a pure heart” may enter into God’s presence, describing that place as “the hill of the Lord” or “His holy place.”  Christians believe that one’s moral life is transformed by the working of God, evidence of the change that takes place after receiving the sacrifice of Jesus Christ on the cross for their sins.
See You at the Pole™ is a student-initiated and student-led movement that started in the Ft. Worth suburb of Burleson, Texas, in 1990. It originated with just one youth group, meeting at night at several schools around Burleson during a weekend retreat.

There is no financial requirement to be included in See You at the Pole. Everything necessary for students to plan and promote a successful SYATP is available free at www.syatp.com. Additional promotional resources are available to order online or by calling (817) HIS-PLAN (447-7526) between 9-5 (Central Time), Monday-Friday. Brochures, a promotional video/DVD, and posters are some of the materials available for 2004.
# # #
MEDIA NOTE: 
For more information about See You at the Pole and local event leaders, or to set up an interview, contact David Overstreet or Doug Clark of the National Network of Youth Ministries at (858) 451-1111 Monday-Friday from 9-5, Pacific Time; or e-mail syatp@syatp.com. There is also media information on the See You at the Pole web site, www.syatp.com. 

For more information about the SYATP prayer gatherings in the Oxford & Avon Grove school districts, please contact Mike Atkins or Drew Cope of the Ground Zero Youth Ministry at (610) 869-7332 Tuesday-Friday from 9-6, EST; or e-mail Drew@GZYouth.com.  

For more information about the SYATP prayer gatherings held in the Christiana & Red Clay Consolidated school districts, please contact Brian Coday at (302) 737-2511 or e-mail bcoday@mac.com.  
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