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Ground Zero Youth Ministry now reaching over 80 teens weekly
Kirkwood, PA- – November 4, 2004 – Ground Zero Union has doubled in size in just seven weeks, creating a place for over 80 teens to hang out, have fun & worship God each week.  “We are amazed,” said Mike Atkins, Youth Pastor of Ground Zero.  

Kicking off on Wednesday, September 22nd, Ground Zero started with 40 teenagers coming to play basketball in the gym, video games & pool downstairs, & eat free food offered in the café.  Just seven short weeks later, this youth ministry has grown to see over 80 teens each week, coming out to hang with friends and worship God.  “This is a God sized miracle,” said Atkins in a recent message to the teens. “God is using you to reach your friends & bring them out.”  
Every Wednesday night, teens come from all over the area to play pool, air hockey, foosball, & video games at a church located in the middle of 2 corn fields in Kirkwood, PA.   “We’re really out in the middle of no place in particular,” said Drew Cope, Youth Director.  “But the teens are coming, some from 20 or 25 minutes away, to relax, have fun & worship God.  We’ve seen over 120 individual students come through the doors in the past month and a half & they are really excited about what’s going on.”   
Testimonies about the ministry’s success keep pouring in.   The messages are powerful & God changing students’ hearts & lives.   After a recent message on ‘The Search for Love and Acceptance’ a young teen shared with an adult volunteer, “God really touched my life tonight.   That girl in the sermon… that was ‘me’.  But now I realize that I don’t have to go searching anymore, because God loves and accepts me & I don’t have to do anything to earn that.  It’s changed my life.”

The mother of a high school freshman thanked Atkins after last week’s program.  “I can’t believe the difference I’ve seen in my son since he started coming out to GZ.  In the last 6 weeks, his grades have improved, his attitude has changed & he’s more respectful at home & school.”
Gwen Dalmas, a high school sophomore has been out every week since Ground Zero began.  “I love it,” she said.   Another teen said, “It’s a great time and I have no problem inviting my friends out.  The messages are really applicable to what’s going on in my life right now.   Each week, I feel like Pastor Mike is talking right to me.”  

Ground Zero isn’t just impacting the teens either.   Holly Reyburn, volunteer & mother of two teens in the program said, “Since GZ started it has made adults start to come out of the woodwork that we haven’t seen in quite a while.  Mike’s message and vision has touched the adult congregation members as well.  They are praying for each other, supporting each other & volunteering to help like never before. This program has been such a blessing to my church & my family at home.  And the students in my small group are so excited about GZ.  They can’t wait for Wednesdays to get here.”
 “Ground Zero has two focuses; two things we emphasize,” said Atkins.  “We are serious about fun & we are serious about God.”  While there are a lot of activities and events, worship & Bible based messages are the main focuses of the ministry.  
 “We want teens to feel comfortable here.  By creating an appealing atmosphere and having a lot a fun, we communicate that God is relevant to their lives, “said Drew Cope, one of Atkins’ associates.  “But at the same time, we understand that this is a difficult age, and that teens need guidance, direction and God’s truth in their life if they want to make it.  Through Ground Zero Union, we want to expose teens to God’s truth and give them an opportunity to experience the love and the joy that He has for their lives.”

Ground Zero is the Youth Ministry of Union Presbyterian Church located in Kirkwood, PA. Ground Zero meets weekly on Wednesdays from 6:30 to 8:30 pm for middle & high school age students & is completely free of charge.  All 6th-12th grade students & young adults are invited to attend.  Union Presbyterian Church is located at 5637 Street Road /Rte. 472, 5 minutes north of Oxford, PA just minutes south of Quarryville. For more information about Ground Zero Union, please call the GZ Office at 610/869-7332 or visit www.GZYouth.com.
# # #
MEDIA NOTE: 

For more information about the Ground Zero Union, or to schedule an interview, please contact Pastor Mike Atkins at 610.869.7332 Tuesday-Friday 9am – 6pm or e-mail mike@gzyouth.com.  
For more information about the Project: RAKE Home Repair ministry, please visit call Mike or Drew at 610.869.7332 or email info@projectrake.com. The website is www.ProjectRake.com.
The full text of this release is available on our website at www.gzyouth.com/press/
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